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Call to creators from the Downtown 

Winnipeg BIZ

DEADLINE:  JULY 24, 2015

Portage Avenue

URBAN ART GALLERY



COMPETITION DEADLINE 

Inviting all Winnipeg creators to submit drawings, designs, photographs, poetry and more 
for a second annual Urban Art Gallery (UA Gallery) in Downtown Winnipeg. Selected 
creators (or teams) will receive $500 each for their winning artwork. The competition, 
based on a theme of HOME, is open to all those in arts related disciplines, such as poets, 
writers, illustrators, photographers, graphic artists, architects, painters, sketchers, 
designers, etc. 
The competition deadline is July 24, 2015. 

WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT

Building on the success of the first loved theme Urban Art Gallery at 295 Portage Ave (a 
2014 partnership of Gendis Inc and the Downtown Winnipeg BIZ), the BIZ is now calling on 
creators to submit photos, drawings and / or poetry for a HOME themed facade on 
Portage Place (393 Portage Ave). To keep the conversation going and visually fresh, the 
Urban Art Gallery contest will be held annually, adding a new gallery to the series of other 
themed galleries.  Each themed gallery will be in place for two years. 

2014 Urban Art Gallery

Portage Avenue presents a perfect opportunity to create a visual gallery to enhance the 
quality of life and increase community interaction in downtown Winnipeg. Art has the 
ability to bring communities together, build a common experience, promote 
communication and improve the visual landscape of the city block. By making the initiative 
a contest it enables the direct involvement of the community to express their thoughts and 
ideas based on the suggested theme. 

Your artistic commission is to create a two dimensional visual statement/experience (digital 
or by hand) that conveys the theme of “Home”.  Be creative, whimsical, humorous, 
meaningful, and/or contemplative in your approach. Take into account scale, theme and 
context of the UA Gallery. Up to nine pieces of artwork will be chosen by a jury.

WHERE THE GALLERY IS LOCATED

The UA Gallery is located in Downtown Winnipeg on the windows of the food court at 
Portage Place (393 Portage Ave, near Carlton St).

PHOTOS AND MAP

9 windows will have artwork and one will have a legend (shown as lightnened windows in 

image on opposite page)



Note:  Existing food 
court window 
panels will be 
removed

Up to 9 potential 
artworks with one 
legend at Portage 
Place.



CONTEXT

PORTAGE AVENUE
Portage Avenue has long been the heart of the City of Winnipeg. Seen as an historic 
landmark, Portage Avenue has evolved from a muddy prairie stop into one of the most 
famous stretches of the Trans Canada highway.

Manifesting itself into a popular downtown destination, Portage Avenue offers a vibrant, 
colourful and interactive location to visitors from all walks of life. The Avenue embraces the 
wide diversity of businesses, shops and entertainment that the city has to offer and is 
continually working towards enhancing its environment and appeal to visitors, residents and 
workers alike.

WHO CAN SUBMIT A DRAWING, PHOTO OR POEM?

Anyone living, going to school or working in Winnipeg is eligible to submit one or several 
pieces of artwork for the facade of 393 Portage Ave. Maximum drawings/photographs or 
poems to be submitted by any one creator, or team of creators, is 5 designs. Please number 
your designs (e.g. Artwork 1 of 1 or Artwork 1 of 3, etc.) and make sure your name appears on 
each.

Images of surrounding 
area on Portage Avenue



WHAT SHOULD I KEEP IN MIND?

Your drawing, photograph or poem will be assessed for artistic merit and design 
strength. It will be viewed by drivers, transit users, cyclists and pedestrians on the move. 
It may also be helpful to keep in mind the cross-seasonal impact such an art / 
photograph display can carry. The large scale photo / art panels are approximately 8 feet 
tall. If you are considering submitting a digital photograph please note that many 
cameras are not able to achieve the resolution required to print at such a large output. 
Please call us to discuss in detail if you are uncertain about the dpi of your photos. If you 
are considering submitting a written work, please be assured  that we can provide 
in-house assistance with the graphic design related to your written work. Please also call 
us to discuss this aspect if need be.

HOW WILL THE PROCESS WORK?

Creators will submit a hard copy of their photo / artwork / poem / other design, a 
written description of their work and application form (all in hard copy) by the July 24, 
2015, 4 pm deadline. A jury will review all submissions and select up to nine designs to be 
incorporated in a series of vinyl panels on the facade of 393 Portage Ave. 

Once the photographs / artworks / poems / other designs have been chosen, the 
selected creators will work with the BIZ to create a digital file that will be used to print 
the UA Gallery panels. The selected creators will also need to provide a short biography 
or background information. The name of the creators and sponsors will appear on a large 
UA Gallery legend, which together with the artwork, will be displayed on the façade of 
393 Portage Avenue for approximately two years. At the two year point, the vinyl panels 
will remain in possession of the Downtown BIZ and can be used in any project relating to 
the Downtown BIZ. A new competition related to another theme will enable the UA 
Gallery to be re-imagined on an ongoing basis and will provide an opportunity for a 
variety of creators to take part over several years. Due to the public placement of the 
UA Gallery, any images of violence, extreme sexuality and profanity will not be accepted. 
All costs and tasks associated with fabrication, installation and maintenance of the vinyl 
panels will be handled by the BIZ and their sponsors.

WHAT KIND OF PRIZE WILL BE AWARDED?

Each creator or team of creators will be paid an honorarium of $500 for each artwork 
selected.

WHO IS THE JURY?

The jury will be composed of a representative of both Portage Place and the Downtown 
Winnipeg BIZ as well as five Winnipeggers who are proponents of art and design in the 
downtown environment. For more information about the jury members, please contact 
Melanie Andrushko at the Downtown BIZ at 958-4629.



WHAT ARE THE APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS?

CONTENT

The theme of “Home” was chosen for this second exhibit. 

The meaning of home is complex, interpretational, and unique. It is subject to our 
aspirations, beliefs, and historical experiences.  Is it a warm bed that you can’t get out of in the 
morning, a tiny pink toothbrush in the bathroom, or the sound of that one sqeeky floorboard?

We are asking artists “What is home to you?” and “How do you define or experience home?”  

All submissions should respond to this theme in some fashion, with thought put into not only 
what this word means but how the concept of HOME applies to the unique 
downtown atmosphere around 393 Portage Ave.  In Winnipeg, 16,000 people currently live 
downtown.   1,812 housing units have been constructed since 2005, with 1719 more planned.  
Why do they choose to live downtown? Ability to walk everywhere, close to work, central loca-
tion, convenience, access to public transit, access to entertainment/nightlife/culture and they 
like the urban lifestyle. 

While the theme is HOME, the word home need not be present in the artwork.

SIZE

Window panels are 44.5” wide X 93” tall. Please see the template on the back page for
an approximation of dimensions. Dimensions may vary based on the overall design of the final 
exhibit. Selected Artists will be contacted and consulted if any changes to specific artwork are 
deemed necessary. 

APPLICATION

Creators wishing to be considered must submit a complete package. Please submit all ap-
plication documents typed or written in black ink on white, letter-sized paper (8 1/2” X 11”). 
Please do not staple or bind document pages (paper clips are fine). Application packages must 
include the following:

1. One completed application form (attached to this document).
2. Up to five colour or black and white drawings, each executed on the attached 
templates.
3. A short description of concept / thoughts behind the design (max 1/2 page).
Application materials will not be returned.

APPLICATION TRANSIT AND RECEIPT

All materials must be submitted in one package as outlined in this brochure. Incomplete and/
or late submissions will not be accepted. Faxed or e-mailed submissions will not be accepted. 
The BIZ will not be responsible for submissions lost in transit. While all reasonable care will be 
taken in the handling of materials, the BIZ cannot take responsibility for lost or damaged 
materials. It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure the application package reaches the BIZ’s 
office by the deadline.  All applicants will receive a notice by phone or e-mail that their 
application has been received. If you have submitted an application and do not receive 
notification within two weeks, please contact the Downtown BIZ office. Application materials 
will not be returned.



CONSEQUENCES OF SUBMISSION AND THE ACCEPTANCE OF DESIGNS

Interested creators are advised that the BIZ nor the jury is obliged to accept any of the 
creators’ artwork and may reject all pieces of artwork. Each creator is advised, and by the 
submission of the artwork agrees, with the BIZ that the BIZ will not be responsible for any 
costs, expenses, losses, damages (including damages for loss of anticipated profit) or 
liabilities incurred by the creator as a result of or arising out of submitting an artwork, or due 
to the BIZ’s acceptance or non-acceptance of their photo / artwork, or arising out of any 
contract award not made in accordance with the expressed or implied terms of the call for 
artwork. Until a written contract in a form satisfactory to the BIZ is executed by the BIZ and 
the creators, no legal rights or responsibility shall be created between the creator and the 
BIZ.  The BIZ reserves the right to choose to not recommend any application, proposal or 
finalist and to terminate or re-advertise any project.

The BIZ reclaims the property and rights to use all artwork submitted in future BIZ projects, 
publications and initiatives. 

DEADLINE

Complete proposal packages must be received on or before July 24, 2015 by 4:00 p.m. (This 
is not a postmarked deadline).

Please send complete application packages to:

Melanie Andrushko, Coordinator: Placemaking & Transportation
Re: 2015 Urban Art Gallery Opportunity 
Downtown Winnipeg BIZ
426 Portage Ave
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 0C9

For additional information or questions please call:
Melanie Andrushko, Downtown Winnipeg BIZ, (204)958-4629 or e-mail at 
melanie@downtownwinnipegbiz.com

This is a project of the Downtown Winnipeg BIZ, who is a not-for-profit organization funded 
through a levy on business tax that coordinates many programs and initiatives to improve and 
promote downtown Winnipeg. 

Special thanks to Portage Place for the generous use of their windows for this program.



APPLICATION FORM
2015 URBAN ART GALLERY 

Attach one copy of this form to the top of each application.
Checklist of materials included in your application package in the following order:
�    Application form (this page)
�    Up to five colour or black and white drawings or photos on the attached template 
and mounted on black cardboard (please print your name on the back)
�    Up to a half page written description of the concept/thoughts on each image or 
photograph submitted

Deadline for all submissions is 4:00p.m. July 24, 2015. 
Incomplete or late forms and sketches will not be considered by the jury.

(Please print)

Name(s): _________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________

City:_____________________________

Postal Code:______________________  Telephone:______________________________

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________

How did you hear about this competition: ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

GOOD LUCK!
Forward all material to:

Urban Art Gallery
The Downtown Winnipeg BIZ
Attention: Melanie Andrushko
426 Portage Ave
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C 0C9
204.958.4629



DRAWING TEMPLATE: PORTAGE PLACE WINDOWS  
Actual size of the window is 44.5” wide x 93” tall
Artist name:__________________________________  Drawing ____ of ____


