
 
 

AIMIA | AGO PHOTOGRAPHY PRIZE  
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM INFORMATION 2017 

 
 
Artistic Criteria 
 
The AIMIA | AGO Photography Prize Scholarship Program recognizes extraordinary 
artistic potential in students studying toward bachelor’s degrees with a major or focus in 
fine art photography. For the purposes of the scholarship, “photography” can encompass 
any lens-based media, including video. The jury will focus on artwork that provokes a 
strong response and exhibits conceptual rigour, technical excellence and a dynamic 
engagement with contemporary photographic practice and theory.  
 
 
Submission Guidelines 
 
Students will be asked to submit general information, as well as a 250-word artistic 
statement, summarizing their practice and offering contextual information about their 
portfolio. Their portfolio can include: 
 

• Up to 15 .jpeg images, uploaded to the scholarship website. 
• Up to 2 video works with a total running time of no more than 5 minutes, uploaded to 

Vimeo.  
• Full credit information for each work, including artist’s name, title, date and medium and 

dimensions. 
 
The portfolio should include a focused selection of artwork produced anytime over the 
course of the student’s undergraduate degree. The online submission form will be 
available on February 27, 2017.  
 
 
 

Timeline of the Aimia | AGO Photography Scholarship Program 
 

Jan 30 2017  2016 academic partner institutions confirmed  
 

Feb 3 2017  Collateral material, artistic criteria and submission guidelines delivered to  
academic partner institutions  

 
Feb 27 2017  Online submission process opens  
 
Mar 24 2017  Submissions close (11:59 EST) 
 
Apr 21 2017  Faculty juries at academic partner institutions review submissions and  

submit finalists  
 
May 2017  Scholarship Program jury meets, selects winners 
 
June 2017  Winners notified and scholarships awarded 



 
 

Terms of Eligibility 
 
All applicants must meet and/or agree to the following terms and conditions: 
 

1. Only full-time students in their final year of study are eligible for the scholarships,  
and students must apply during the prior academic year.  
 

2. Students must be registered at one of the following institutions: 
a) Ryerson University 
b) OCAD University 
c) Emily Carr University of Art + Design 
d) Alberta College of Art + Design 
e) L'Université du Québec 
f) Nova Scotia College of Art & Design 
g) University of Manitoba 
h) Concordia University 
i) York University 
j) University of Ottawa 
k) University of Guelph 
l) University of Saskatchewan 
m) University of Lethbridge 
n) Simon Fraser University 
o) University of Toronto 
p) University of British Columbia 

 
3. All applicants must be in good academic standing at the time of application and  

at the time the scholarship is awarded. 
 

4. Students must meet all application deadlines. Late materials will not be accepted  
under any circumstances.  
 

5. Students must apply using the online submission form and upload support materials 
online, as instructed by the submission guidelines  
 

6. Winning students must be willing to attend a special event in Toronto, scheduled by Aimia 
and the Art Gallery of Ontario, with a faculty member in recognition of their achievement.  
 

7. Artwork by all 15 finalists will be used by the AGO and Aimia on the prize website, in press 
communications and in promotional materials relating to the scholarship program.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Key Questions 
 
What does winning the scholarship include? 

• $7,000 toward tuition for the final year of study.  
• $1,000 honorarium for the winning students’ home institutions to support their photography 

programs in any way they see fit. 
 
How do I apply? 

• In January, you will receive a letter from your university with a web link directing you to 
where to sign on and upload your application. 

• Submissions will be accepted from February 27 to March 24, 2017. 
• On the site, there will be a form and instructions on how to upload your portfolio. 
• Once you complete the application, you will receive an email confirmation, and your 

portfolio will be submitted to your faculty for a juried process.  
 
How is the decision made? 

• Each institution will form a jury of 3 faculty members to select a finalist to represent their 
university. Their selection is to be submitted by April 21, 2017. 

• The faculty will notify all students who applied of their selection after April 21, 2017. 
• The scholarship jury will be composed of the AGO’s Lead Curator of the AIMIA | AGO 

Photography Prize, the previous year’s winner of the AIMIA | AGO Photography Prize, and 
an external curator.  

• The winning students, finalists and faculties will be notified of the jury’s selections in June 
2017. A press release will be issued announcing the 3 winners, with a link to their works 
on the prize website.  

 
 


